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SUMMARY OF THE MODIFICATIONS AND CHANGES
MADE TO THE STATUTE OF THE INTER-AMERICAN
COMMISSION OF WOMEN (CIM) 

(1948-2007) 

The CIM was created in 1938. Twenty years later, in 1948 the Ninth International Conference of American States, held in Bogotá, Colombia, approves its first Organic Statute. In it, the Commission’s structure is set and its headquarters placed at the office of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States. The following year, in 1949, the Sixth Assembly (First Extraordinary) of the Commission approves the first version of the regulations of the CIM and also elects its authorities.
From that moment on, changes and modification have been made to both the statute and the regulations of the CIM (see Annex I), aimed at either adapting them to new objectives, or to adequate them to the agreements it signed with the OAS (1953-1978) in accordance with the modifications to the Charter of the OAS.
Analyzing the process which has taken place, in regards to its nature, the CIM has evolved from a permanent entity, under the General Secretariat of the OAS, to an “inter-American specialized organization, of a permanent and intergovernmental nature, established in accordance with the provisions of Chapter XVIII of the Charter of the Organization of American States. [It] shall enjoy technical autonomy in the performance of its functions, within the limits of its Statute and of the Charter of the Organization”. Such wording dates back to 1980, with the term “and intergovernmental” introduced in 2007. 
With regard to its objectives and functions, there have been many changes and additions, specially in 1976, 1980 and 1998, consolidating the CIM as an advisory body of the OAS, which should establish close ties of cooperation with inter-American and international organizations; in addition to officially report to the Conferences on the civil, political, social and economic situation of women in the Americas as well as on the problems to be addressed, also proposing to them resolutions aiming at solving such problems. The last incorporation was in 2007 and it included an extra point to urge governments to take measures to promote full and equal participation by women in civil, economic, social, cultural, and political spheres.
In the Statute of 1968 the Structure of the Commission was established, similar to the one that it has today: Assembly of Delegates, Executive Committee, President, Delegates, Permanent Secretariat and the National Cooperation Committees (the latter were abolished in 2007). For the first time reference was made to the Principal Delegates. The position of Executive Secretary, to head the Permanent Secretariat and to be appointed by the Secretary General of the OAS for a mandate of five years, was also created. The duration of the mandate was eliminated in 1980.

The Assemblies were celebrated annually until 1968, when it was established that they would take place every four years, as it is still the case today.
The Executive Committee changed in its composition and duration. At first, it was composed by four members, exchanged every two years in order to ascertain continuity to the Committee. In 1968 it is established that the Executive Committee should be composed by the President, the Vice-President and the delegates of five countries, adding later on that the principle of equitable geographic distribution should be observed.
As for the President, her mandates lasted 4 years and it should be carried out from the headquarters. Her expanses were covered for by her government, which was modified in 1968, when it was authorized that the exercise of the presidency could happen from any country in the Americas.
The Vice-President originally had a chapter dedicated to her functions until 1968, when the position started being regulated together with the President, and it was established that both the President and the Vice-President would be elected simultaneously, for the same period of time.
ANNEX I

CHANGES AND MODIFICATIONS MADE TO
THE STATUTE AND THE REGULATIONS OF THE CIM

	STATUTE
	REGULATIONS

	1948 Ninth International Conference of American States held in Bogota, Colombia (Resolution XXI)
	1949 The Sixth Assembly (First Extraordinary) approves the first regulations of the CIM 

	1954 Tenth International Conference of American States (Resolution LVII) 
	1951 Seventh Assembly of Delegates

	1968  Fifth Extraordinary Assembly (Resolution II)
	1955 Tenth Assembly of Delegates

	1976 Eighteenth Assembly of Delegates (Resolution II)
	1970 Fifteenth Assembly of Delegates

	1980 Twentieth Assembly of Delegates
	1982 Twenty-first Assembly of Delegates (CIM/RES. 49/82)

	1986 Twenty-third Assembly of Delegates (Resolution CIM/Res.87/86)
	1984 Twenty-second Assembly of Delegates (CIM/RES. 73/84)

	1988 Twenty-fourth Assembly (Resolution CIM/RES. 116/88)
	1988 Twenty-fourth Assembly of Delegates (CIM/RES.143/88)

	1994 Twenty-seventh Assembly (Resolution CIM/RES. 171/94)
	1996 Twenty-eight Assembly of Delegates (CIM/RES. 188/86)

	1998 Twenty-ninth Assembly of Delegates (Resolution CIM/RES. 201/98)  
	1998 Twenty-ninth Assembly of Delegates (CIM/RES. 201/98)

	2000 Thirty-first Assembly of Delegates (CIM/RES. 214/00) it was decided not to change them
	

	2007 Seventh Extraordinary Assembly (CIM/RES. 247/07) Current
	2008 Thirty-fourth Assembly of Delegates (CIM/RES. 250/98) Current
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