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His Excellency Ambassador Osmar Chohfi, Chair of the Permanent Council and Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS,
Distinguished delegates to the CIM, observers, and civil society,
Executive Secretary a.i. of the CIM, Ms. Mercedes Kremenetzky,
Ladies and gentlemen:


It is my honor to chair the first meeting of the Executive Committee for the 2008-2010 term.  I bid all participants a warm welcome and invite you to work intensively during these two days so as to ensure that agreements are reached that facilitate the implementation of the biennial plan we are to define.


Let me begin by recognizing the work of Minister Jacqui Quinn Leandro, of the last Executive Committee, and of the Executive Secretariat staff who today are performing other tasks within the OAS.  But I must also especially congratulate Dr. Leandro who, now that elections have been held in her country, will become Minister of Education, Sports, Youth and Gender Affairs.

Dr. Leandro:  Success in your new endeavor.

In November, when you honored me by electing me President of the Inter-American Commission of Women, I received, together with the new Executive Committee, a mandate to reposition the CIM politically.  We received this mandate with the highest sense of commitment and responsibility, since we are convinced that inequities between women and men cannot continue to be addressed in a fragmented manner and with meager budgetary allocations.

We understand that “to reposition the CIM politically” means to bring to the fore the spirit in which it was founded, in Havana, Cuba, 81 years ago, when a group of women established this authority as an autonomous organization, political in nature, to address the women’s movement’s demands for civil and political rights.

It also means to politicize discourse on gender in the region, to include it on the public agenda of the States as a matter for discussion, consideration, and action, thus helping to reduce the democratic deficit of our countries.

The time is ripe.  The Hemisphere is changing.  And here I would like to echo the words of the President of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Patricia Mejías, who recently indicated that the Americas were now at a time of the deepening of democracy, “which, among other outcomes, has brought to power not only women, but also Native Americans and Afro-Americans in countries where, not long ago, a tradition of exclusion and discrimination prevailed.”


We know that this is a task for the long term, whose implementation requires the commitment and intent of many players.  Evidently, we do not seek to implement it – fully – in the term for which we have responsibility.  Nonetheless, we do consider it important to strive to channel efforts that assert our rights but that strengthen democracies as well.

This is not the first nor will it be the only time that women’s struggles leave a legacy for humankind:  in this case, the democratization of our democracies, a condition without which it cannot be consolidated.


Different efforts are being made around the world.  To that end, we support United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s campaign UNite to End Violence against Women (2008-2015) We are also pleased that this year, the ILO International Labour Conference has chosen as a central theme “Gender equality at the heart of decent work” and that the OAS will discuss violence against women at the regular session of its General Assembly.


These and other supragovernmental initiatives take on greater relevance in complex times, such as the globalization of the economic crisis generated in the current financial climate, which may negatively impact some forums perceived as of lesser importance for national economic development.


This crisis – which does not appear to be short-lived – is having stark impact on our region, and its negative effects specific to women must be taken into account in the programming for 2008-2010.  Our efforts must aim in part at ensuring that the OAS incorporates this issue in its discourse and proposals to the States, by promoting initiatives that include women especially in measures adopted to mitigate and reverse the negative impact of the crisis.

Our task must be to develop the most appropriate strategies and arguments to show how important it is to refrain from reducing social expenditure, given its incumbency on women’s issues and the new relevance they are acquiring as a result of the current crisis.  The same can be said for, inter alia, proposing methods for further inclusion of women in labor markets when the global economy revives.

To fulfill this mission, the mandate and guidelines we defined at the Thirty-fourth Assembly of Delegates are highly relevant.  I am pleased to acknowledge that our decisions have been characterized by astute vision.

Next year, in 2010, two events will take place at the United Nations and in the OAS.  We will celebrate and take stock of the commitments our governments made 15 years ago at the Fourth World Conference on Women, in Beijing, and will celebrate the International Year of the Women of the Americas.  These events chart our course and establish for us clear goals:  to make headway with the issues where inequity is greatest and those directly impinging on democracy’s worth.

The Biennial Work Plan of the CIM for 2008-2010 recognizes these challenges.  In our deliberations, we agreed that it is essential to strengthen the CIM within the inter-American system and for it to become a reference point for national machineries for the advancement of women, the OAS, and other multilateral forums.  We also agreed to support the strengthening of national gender institutions, to promote more effective policies that contribute to gender equality in the following areas:  women’s economic autonomy and labor; gender-based violence, trafficking in persons, and human smuggling, taking special account of their relationship to the feminization of HIV/AIDS; women’s political participation; and the environment and its relationship to the quality of life of women and their dependents.


I have been invited to participate this week in the meeting of the Permanent Council of the OAS, an invitation I extend to the Executive Committee members.  It will be the occasion when our work plan is made public and partnerships proposed that are necessary to ensure gender mainstreaming in the determinations and decisions of that political organ.  I must tell you that this will not be the only opportunity to do so.  We have now made initial approaches to the political organs of the OAS and taken steps to participate actively in the General Assembly.


We understand that this is how the goals will be achieved and our term concluded in 2010 satisfied in the knowledge that we have fulfilled the entrusted task.  To conclude, I am fully confident that this meeting will contribute the elements necessary to embark thereon.

Thank you very much.[image: image2.png]
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